
Happy New Year and 

Welcome Back! 

I hope everyone en-

joyed their winter 

break. The PTO would 

like to thank all of its 

members for their sup-

port and involvement in 

2016. Because of you 

we had a great first half 

of the school year that 

included two new events 

(parent workday and 

movie night), the full 

sponsorship of two field 

trips (4th graders to Ohio 

History Connection and 
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Keep up with the latest PTO News!  Search “Smith PTO/ Art Council” and like us on Facebook 
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PTO Workday volunteers 

Contact the PTO  
Need to get in touch with 

us?   

 Email an officer directly 

 Email 

ptosmithelementary  

@gmail.com   

 Message us on 

Facebook 

 Send a message through 

the school office 

mailbox system 

3rd graders to the Nut-

cracker) and a wonderful 

Secret Santa experience. 

If your New Year’s res-

olution is to get more in-

volved at your child’s 

Smith School Arts Integration at a Crossroads 

school, then we can help 

you with that!  The PTO is 

always working with Mrs. 

Thompson and the Smith 

staff on ways to enhance 

the Smith experience for 

the children, and there are 

ways for all parents to be a 

part of that mission.   

We would love to hear 

any ideas, thoughts or 

questions you have and we 

look forward to partnering 

together towards a won-

derful second half of the 

school year! 

                 -Todd Miller 

Arts integration at 

Smith has arrived at a 

crossroads.  This PTO pro-

gram has relied on Cindy 

Kerr, now retired, to exist 

for most of its duration.   

It would be difficult to 

overstate Mrs. Kerr’s ex-

pertise in arts integration 

and her dedication to our 

school.  A lifelong arts ed-

ucator, Mrs. Kerr used not 

only visual art, but also 

drama, dance, and music 

to teach students at Smith 

content knowledge 

through the arts during 

the Studio Art “special.”  

Mrs. Kerr also coordinat-

ed as well as led grant ap-

plication efforts which 

paid for artist residencies 

and materials. 

Mrs. Kerr was not a 

school employee; she was 

always a consultant for 

the PTO.  The PTO’s An-

nual Auction of the Arts’s 

goal has been to raise 

$10K every year to pay 

Mrs. Kerr’s compensa-

tion.  The market value of 

her expertise is well above 

this level. 

Mrs. Kerr’s well-

deserved retirement left 

us a quandary.  She is 

simply irreplaceable; there 

is no one with her qualifi-

cations who we can fairly 

compensate, even with a 

labor-intensive Arts Auc-

tion.   

If that’s the case, how 

should arts integration 

at Smith move for-

ward?  Are the costs 

still worth it?  Are there 

parents who have the nec-

Interim Arts Council 

Initial Meeting 

January 23 at 6:30pm  



Consider this your Save the Date 

for this great Smith tradition!  This 

annual adult-only occasion will take 

place Friday, April 28 from 6 to 8 

pm.  The event will showcase stu-

dent artwork, as well as raise funds to 

support teaching artist residencies 

through both silent and live auctions. 

It is always great fun to watch the ex-

pressions of spouses whose other half 

is in a bidding war! Refreshments will 

be provided, so you can sip, munch, 

and mingle as the action unfolds.  Bid 

on OSU football tickets, sports memo-

rabilia (last year we had a signed and 

framed Archie Griffin jersey!), class-

room projects, handcrafted art, birth-

day parties, camp tuition, gift cards, 

event tickets and so much more!  

New this year, Hayes NHS students 

will be volunteering as babysitters 
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Volunteers  Thank you to all the volunteers who 

made Secret Santa possible! On Friday, we had 4 gift 

wrappers, 4 setting up, and 4 decorators.  On Satur-

day, we had 9 parent volunteers, 5 teacher volun-

teers, and 12 high school volunteers. Every little bit 

helps, and all help is appreciated!  

 In the coming months, we need volunteers for 

Conference Dinners, Auction for the Arts, Teacher 

Treasury This is a small snapshot of incom e 

and expenses in the first half of the school year: 

 

Income 
Yankee Candle fundraiser                              $5,299 
Kroger Rewards/DCCM/Amazon Smiles   $590 
 

Money well spent 
Field trips & COSI                                           $3,184 
Teacher classroom reimbursements           $1,562 

Thursday, January 19: 6:30pm 
 

Filling out corporate online donation forms  

can be fun when we do it as a team!  Email 

Chris Cook (mrstinacook@gmail.com) for 

details and/or to help. 

Auction Work Night! 

You’re Invited!  Annual Student Art Show & Auction for the Arts 

*Outdoor Movie Night raised $236.50 and collected a large num-

ber of personal hygiene items for Common Ground Free-store. 

essary expertise and willingness to 

work to make sure this program con-

tinues at Smith School? 

The PTO has been considering 

these questions for months.  At the 

December meeting, we announced the 

creation of an Interim Arts Council 

which will assess Smith School stake-

during the event! We are thrilled 

to have this option available to 

parents, and hope many will 

choose to take advantage of this 

service.  More details will be sent 

home this winter. 

We welcome and need your 

great talents and time to make it 

a success. Look for volunteer op-

portunities to come home with 

your children.  The first oppor-

tunity will be at our Work Night 

in January (see inset). 

This school year is our first 

without Cindy Kerr, a community 

treasure, who was our Arts Inte-

gration Specialist for many years.  

Despite her absence, we are dedi-

cated to providing our students 

unique learning opportunities 

through the arts.  For more infor-

mation about this year’s guest teach-

ing artists, see the PTO’s section on 

Smith's webpage.  

Please invite family and Smith 

neighbors who may not have children 

currently attending Smith to donate to 

and attend the auction. This is my fa-

vorite Smith tradition, and I encour-

age everyone to come join us in cele-

brating and fundraising for our young 

Pacers!  

-Chris Cook, PTO Vice President 

holders’  level of knowledge 

about and support for arts inte-

gration programming compo-

nents at Smith as well as assist in 

planning next year’s program.  

All parents, teachers, and 

community members interested 

in arts integration at Smith are 

invited to an initial meeting of 

the Interim Arts Council tentatively 

scheduled for January 23, 6:30pm at 

the school.  This effort needs everyone, 

so we hope you can attend.  For more 

information or to offer  ideas, email 

Mindy at mboden-

horn@columbus.rr.com.  See you 

soon! 

-Karen McCulloch, PTO Secretary 

Crossroads continued ... 

Appreciation Week, and SuperGames. There are many 

ways you can help, even if you only have a little extra 

time and resources. If you have an idea to meet a need, 

please contact Volunteer Coordinator Mindy at  

mbodenhorn@columbus.rr.com.  Thank you! 


